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SUBJECT: JAMIACA'S LEGAL PROVISIONS GOVERNING MARIJUANA 

REF: STATE 57902 

1 . THE JAMAICAN DANGEROUS DRUG ACT AS AMENDED WITH REGARD 
TO POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA (GANJA) STATES THAT "EVERY PERSON 
WHO IS FOUND GUILTY OF THE OFFENCE OF BEING IN POSSESSION OF 
GANJAI MARIJUANA) SHALL ON SUMMRY CONVICTION BEFORE A 
RESIDENT MAGISTRATE, IN THE CASE OF A FIRST CONVICTION FOR 
SUCH OFFENCE, BELIABLE TO A FINE NOT EXCEEDING ONE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS OR TO IMPRISONMENT FOR A TERM NOT EXCEEDING THREE 
YEARS, OR TO BOTH SUCH FINE AND IMPRISONMENT, AND IN CASE 
OF A SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT CONVICTION FOR SUCH OFFCENCE, BE 
LIABLE TO A FINE NOT EXCEEDING TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS 
OR TO IMPRISONMENT FOR A TERM NOT EXCEEDING FIVE (5) 

YEARS OR TO BOTH SUCH FINE AND CONVICTION". 
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2. WITH RESPECT TO TRAFFICKING OF MARIJUANA, THE 
JAMAICAN DANGEROUS DRUG ACT, AS AMENDED, STATES THAT 
EVERY PERSON WHO IS GUILTY OF THE OFFENCE OF IMPORTING 
OR BRINGING INTO THE ISLAND, OR EXPORTING THEREFROM 
ANY GANJA (MARIJUANA) OR OF CULTIVATING, SELLING, OR 
OTHERWISE DEALING IN GANJA, SHALL 
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(A) ON CONVICTION BEFORE A CIRCUIT COURT, BE 
LIABLE TO A FINE OR TO IMPRISONMENT FOR A TERM NOT 
EXCEEDING TEN (10) YEARS OR TO BOTH SUCH FINE AND 
IMPRISONMENT; 

(B) ON SUMMARY CONVICTION BEFORE A RESIDENT MAGISTRATE 
IN THE CASE OF A FIRST CONVICTION FOR SUCH OFFENCE BE 
LIABLE TO A FINE NOT EXCEEDING TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS OR 
TO IMPRISONMENT FOR A TERM NOT EXCEEDING THREE (3) 

YEARS OR BOTH SUCH FINE AND IMPRISONMENT, AND IN THE 

CASE OF SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT CONVICTIONS FOR SUCH OFFENCES, 
BE LIABLE TO A FINE NOT EXCEEDING TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS 
OR TO IMPRISONMENT FOR A TERM NOT EXCEEDING FIVE (5) 

YEARS OR TO BOTH FINE AND IMPRISONMENT. 

3. CURRENTLY, FIRST OFFENDERS CHARGED WITH 
POSSESSION OF GANJA (MARIIUANA) ARE FINED ON A 
CASE BY CASE BASIS (DEPENDING ON AMOUNT POSSESSED 
AND ABILITY OF INDIVIDUAL TO PAY) FROM FIFTY ($50) 

DOLLARS TO TWO HUNDRED ($200) DOLLARS. JAIL SENTENCES 
NEARLY NON-EXISTENT ON FIRST OFFESE. 

4. RECENT EWSPAPER ARTICLE HAVE INDICATED THAT 
DR. PERCIVAL BRODERICK, LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION 
BUSINESS IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND DEPUTY 
CHAIRMAN OF THEJAMAICAN LABOUR PARTY HAS CALLED FOR 
THE LEGALIZATION OF GANJA (MARIJUANA) FOR RELIGIOUS 
AND PERSONAL USEAGE. 

5. JAMAICAN MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS, DR. 
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KENNETH MCNEILL HAS WELCOMED THE CALL FOR LEGALIZATION 
OF GANJA FOR PERSONAL USE AND HAS STATED THAT HE 
PROPOSES TO RECOMMEND THAT A SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEE 
BE APPOINTED TO LOOK INTO THE MATTER AND MAKE 
APPROPRIATE RECOMMENDATIONS. 

6. HOWEVER, LEGAL REVIEW PROCESS PROBABLY WILL LEAD 
TO DECRIMINALIZATION RATHER THAN FULL LEGALIZATION. 

GERARD 
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